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AP English III - Language and Composition Course Syllabus

Course Objectives: 
The purpose of the AP English Language and Composition course is to "[cultivate] the reading and 
writing skills that students need for college success and for intellectually responsible civic engagement" 
	College Board, AP English Course Description, 	.. '. Students will be required to read varied texts 
critically, think analytically, and be able to communicate clearly both in writing and in public speaking. 
Through close reading and frequent writing, students will enhance their ability to work with language 
and text with purpose and strategy. Course readings feature expository, analytical, personal, and 
argumentative texts from a variety of authors and historical contexts. Students prepare for the AP 
English Language and Composition Exam and may be granted advanced placement, 
college credit, or both as a result of satisfactory performance. 
Course Goals: 
The main goals of an AP English Language and Composition course are to develop critical literacy and to 
facilitate informed citizenship. This will be accomplished by having students 
·	write in several forms on a variety of subjects including the completion of several expository, 
analytical, and argumentative writing assignments. 
·	explain author's use of rhetorical devices in nonfiction. 
·	identify writers' linguistic and rhetorical choices in fiction and poetry. 
·	analyze and relate visual images to writing. 
·	demonstrate research skills by producing an argumentative research paper while still following 
the traditional research paper format 
Course Organization: 
}: This course is organized into six units with emphasis placed on reading, writing, and grammar. 
:/- 
·,4' For each reading assignment, students will be required to identify the following: 
·	thesis or claim 
·	tone or attitude 
·	purpose 
·	audience and occasion 
·	evidence or data 
·	logos, ethos, pathos 
·	assumptions or warrants 
For each of the writing assignments, students will be required to: 
·	use a wide-range of vocabulary appropriately and effectively 
·	use a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and 
coordination 
·	use logical organization and writing techniques to increase understanding, such as repetition, 
transitions, and emphasis 
	• 	use rhetoric effectively, including tone, voice, and diction 
·	AP Exam Preparation 
Throughout the year, students will prepare for the exam with the following activities: 
o	Multiple choice practices: Students will complete two to four passages of multiple 
choices from either past exams or supplementary materials each quarter. After 
completing the exam, students will meet in peer groups to discuss possible answers and 
defend their choices. Teacher will give correct answers once this has been done and 
"best answer choices" will be explained. 
o	Essay practice: Students will complete at least four timed writing essays each semester. 
Students will have multiple opportunities to peer score timed writings after scoring AP 
anchor papers for the same prompt. Teacher and peer feedback will be given 
·	Formal Essays 
Students will write a minimum of two formal essays each semester. These will include narrative, 
expository, analytical, and argumentative essays based on class readings and connections to 
personal history. All formal essays require rough drafts and revised drafts after completing 
peer and/or teacher editing conferences. M.L.A. format will be used. 
·	Summer Reading 
Course Outline 
Unit 1- Touring American literature 
Students will: 
• 	Develop extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study such as: 
o	Identify synonyms and antonyms. 
o	Draw conclusions about the nuance in word meanings. 
o	Solve analogies. 
·	Determine the meaning of English words derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and 
affixes. 
·	Analyze text structures for how they influence understanding by reading from a variety of essays: 
o	Narration/description. 
o	Cause and effect. 
o	Definition/exemplification. 
·	Make complex inferences and use textual evidence to support understanding. 
·	Read American literature to interpret influences on today's culture. 
·	Reflect on understanding to monitor comprehension by: 
o	Asking questions. 
o	Summarizing. 
o	Making connections. 
o	Creating sensory images. 
• 	Analyze the meaning of classical, mythological, and bible al allusions in literature. 
·	Make complex inferences and use textual evidence to support understanding. 
·	Read novels or major works independently. 
o	Analyze the way in which the theme represents a view or comment on the human condition. 
o	Analyze the internal and external development of characters through a range of literary 
devices. 
·	Write in a voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose. 
·	Structure ideas in a sustained and persuasive way and develop drafts in timed and open-ended 
situations that include transitions and the rhetorical devices used to convey meaning. 
·	Revise drafts to clarify meaning. 
·	Rely on the conventions and mechanics of written English, including the rules of usage and 
grammar. 
Textbooks/ Articles: 
Literature: The American Experience 
Texas Write Source 
Word Within a Word 
The Language of Composition 
The Bedford Reader, 6th Edition 
The Crucible 
The Scarlet Letter 
"Appreciation Day Speech" 
"Not by math Alone" 
"Big Fat Cheeseburger in Land of Tofu" 
"Of Plymouth Plantation" 
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" 
"The Earth on Turtle's Back" 
"The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" 
Unit 2 - Conventions and Themes in American Poetry and Drama 
Students will: 
	• 	Develop extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study such as: 
o Solving analogies. 
·	Read American poetry to interpret influences on today's culture. 
o	Reflect on understanding to monitor comprehension by asking questions, summarizing, 
synthesizing, making connections, and creating sensory images. 
o	Analyze the effects of metrics, rhyme schemes, and other conventions of poetry. 
o	Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a poem represents a view or comment 
on the human condition. 
·	Write a poem that reflects an awareness of poetic conventions and traditions within different forms. 
·	Use a flexible range of reading skills in both assigned and independent reading to understand 
drama. 
o	Relate the characters and text structures of mythic, traditional, and classical literature to 
20th and 21st century American novels, plays, or films. 
o	Relate the main ideas found in a literary work to primary source documents from its 
historical and cultural setting. 
o	Evaluate how different literary elements shape the author's portrayal of the plot and 
setting. 
·	Organize ideas to write in a voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose. 
·	Compose essays using rhetorical models as guides and revise for content, style, and sentence 
structure. 
Textbooks/ Articles: 
Literature: The American Experience 
Texas Write Source 
Word Within a Word 
The Language of Composition 
The Bedford Reader, 6th Edition 
The Great Gatsby 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
"Huswifery" 
"Because I Could Not Stop for Death" 
"Streets" 
"The Raven" 
Unit 3 - Evaluating Informational Text and Literary Forms 
Students will. 
·	Read informational text to understand author's message. 
·	Read and summarize an expository text in order to: 
o	Capture the author's viewpoint. 
o	Distinguish between inductive and deductive reasoning. 
o	Synthesize ideas and make logical connections. 
	• 	Use information in procedural text and documents. 
o	Evaluate the logic of the sequence of information presented ill text. 
o	Translate complex factual, quantitative, or technical information presented in maps, charts, 
graphs, and diagrams. 
·	Evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural views in ways different from 
traditional texts. 
o	Identify perception/bias. 
o	Identify formality and tone. 
	• 	Create, present, and revise a multimedia presentation. 
·	Determine, locate, and explore the full range of relevant sources addressing a research question and 
systematically record the information. 
o	Organize relevant and accurate information according to ideas, concepts, and themes. 
o	Write an outline separating factual data from complex inferences. 
o	Differentiate among primary, secondary, and other sources. 
Textbooks/ Articles: 
Literature: The American Experience 
Texas Write Source 
Word Within a Word 
The Language of Composition 
The Bedford Reader, 6th Edition 
The Taming of the Shrew 
"King of the Road Trip" 
"Coyote v Acme" 
"Onomatopoeia 
"Poetry by Numbers" 
"inspired by Nature" 
Unit 4 - Rhetorical Devices in Nonfiction 
Students will: 
	• 	Analyze text structures for how they influence understanding by reading from a variety of essays: 
o	Classification and division 
o	Narration and division 
o	Ca use and effect 
·	Reflect on understanding to monitor comprehension by asking questions, summarizing, 
synthesizing, making connections, and creating sensory images. 
·	Identify method purpose, and rhetorical techniques used in writing. 
·	Study a variety of approaches to argumentation and persuasion such as: 
o	Appeals/style/devise 
o	Logical fallacies/combining modes 
o	Concession/refutation/rebuttal 
·	Analyze how rhetorical techniques such as repetition, parallel structure, understatement, and 
overstatement evoke emotions and create meaning. 
·	Write in a voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose. 
·	Do timed-writes concerning 
o	Tone/diction/pace 
o	Juxtaposition/shifts 
o	Vignette/anecdote 
	• 	Write an interpretation of an expository or a literary text that: 
o Advances a clear thesis statement 
o	Addresses the writing skills for an analytical essay, including references to and commentary 
on quotations from the text. 
·	Listen responsively to a speaker by framing inquiries that reflect an understanding of the content 
and by identifying the positions taken and the evidence in support of those positions. 
·	Give a formal presentation that exhibits a logical structure, smooth transitions, and accurate 
evidence. 
Textbooks/ Articles: 
Literature: The American Experience 
Texas Write Source 
Word Within a Word 
The Language of Composition 
The Bedford Reader, 6th Edition 
"Why Women Have to Work" 
"Speech in the Virginia Convention" 
"The American Crisis" 
"An Account of an Experience with Discrimination" 
"The Gettysburg Address" 
Unit 5 - Effective Evidence 
Students will: 
·	Focus on pre-Twentieth century texts and multiple choice practice in support of the AP exam. 
·	Read and analyze the literary elements in a variety of texts such as letters, diaies, email, and other 
texts for rhetorical and stylistic effect such as: 
o	Style/voice 
o	Purpose/audience 
o	Occasion/circumstances 
·	Annotate text with notes that can be used to support generalizations. 
·	Evaluate how the author's purpose and stated or perceived audience affect the tone of persuasive 
texts. 
o	Analyze historical and contemporary political debates for such logical fallacies as non- 
sequiturs, cicular logic, and hasty generalizations. 
·	Prepare, organize, plan and write literary and rhetorical interpretations. 
·	Follow the research plan to gather evidence. 
·	Systematically organize relevant and accurate information to support central ideas, concepts, and 
themes, outline ideas into conceptual maps/timelines, and separate factual data from complex 
inferences. 
·	Analyze how words, images, graphics, and sounds work together in various forms to impact 
meaning. 
o Evaluate the objectivity of coverage of the same event in various types of media. 
	• 	Write expository and procedural texts. 
Textbooks/ Articles: 
Literature: The American Experience 
Texas Write Source 
Word Within a Word 
The Language of Composition 
The Bedford Reader, 6th Edition 
'Where I Lived and What I Lived for" 
"A Modest Proposal" 
"On the Duty of Civil Disobedience" 
Historical debates 
Unit 6 - Reliability, Validity, Accuracy 
Students will: 
·	Ask open-ended research questions and develop a plan for answering them. 
·	Determine, locate, and explore the full range of relevant sources addressing a research question and 
systematically record the information. 
·	Clarify research questions and evaluate and synthesize collected information. 
·	Write a research paper from gathered information which includes: 
o	An analysis that supports and develops personal opinions, as opposed to imply restating 
existing information. 
o	The use of a variety of formats and rhetorical strategies to argue for the thesis. 
o	Development of an argument that incorporates the complexities of and discrepancies in 
information from multiple sources and perspectives while anticipating and refuting counter- 
arguments. 
Textbooks/ Articles: 
Literature: The American Experience 
Texas Write Source 
Word Within a Word 
The Language of Composition 
The Bedford Reader, 6th Edition 
MLA Handbook 


